:1 | IE Iofty pillars of the sky. 
9 5 4 : And spacious concave rais d on high, 
8 Spangled with stars, a shining frame, 
| | Their great Original proctaim. 
BE SS: | ' Tb' unwearied sun, from day to day, 
| | Pours knowledge with his golden tay, 
| | And publishes to ev'ry land 
= | | The works of an gy hand. 


| | 15 Soon as the ev Ping shades prevail, 
| The moon takes up the-wond'rovs tale, 
And nightly, tothe list ning earth, 
Repeats the story of her but" : 
Whilst all the stars that round her burn, 
And all the plants in their turn, 
Confirm the 1idings as they roll, 
And spread the uh from pole to pole. 


What though iu solemn silence all 
Move er the dark terrestrial ball > 
What though no real voice or sound 
| Amid their radiant orbs be found? 

| In reason's car they all rejoice, 

Aud utter forth a glorious voice, 

Fer ever singing as they shine, 

„% he hand that made us is divine.“ 


. 
« 
#4 * 
7 — n — — — 
— * 1 - * „ 2 1 
f 1 
. 


BURTON, XRIN TER, KETTER LANE. 


nts IE OPAL nan . 


* Re ; 
a - 2 
” 2 ' rnd 
* 


- i P 4 | 4g} # £3 * 
. [- 4 Fr Aa tr £4 . 8 4 ' 


To THE 


E * 1 0þ 
8 FROM TH 


MINUTES AND ADVICES 


| 
| 
' 
| 
j 
4 
n 
| 


OF THE 


YEARLY MEETING, 


wa 2 
FxIENDY 


uSLD 1.3 


.L N N 0: _ 


PRINTED BY JAMES PHILLIPS, 


M. DCC. xcil. 


<> 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


EXTRACTS. APPENDIX. 

. IP 1 . 1 Jy” 7 Page 
4 8S— aragrap 4 s far as relates to t . . 8 

1 time of 8 ng the Committee 0 — di wh altered by Minute of 1787 ; 

— Non —S lates t t NI | | 

104 1 . f relates ma nverſation N repealed 27% 3 


114 Meetings of Miniſters and Elders, 17 54 —reſpeci-] 
| ing the 4 _ s eligible as Repreſentatives to 1 
the Yearly Meeting of Miniſters and Elders paltered | 1786 


115 Ditto, en e far as relates to the mode of | f | 
ſending forward the Anſwers to the Queries > | 
— Ditto—Reſpetting the choice of Repreſentatives —altered | 1799 3 
148 Miniſters and Elders, 1775 > on e ee, 1792 3 
149 eg 2 Advices Ropes | hr  —altered 1792 1 
15 1 ectings, 1752—Re pealing chaice 0 | 1 
l 4. . and . fer 2 Th pe _— $754 *] 
196 4 eetings The Queries — - altered or repealed 1791 5 
211 Removals and Settlements, 1694  — explained 4 1790 a1 
| — Ditto—1764 — — era 8 : 
212 Ditto—17 37—As late to th 7 _ 
15 bl 5 37 = as relates ſervice in the [ ditto 1790 g 
213 Ditto—III —1737 — — ditto 5 1786 8 
214 Ditto Par. 1.— 1761 — — =ditto | 1786 8-1 
— Ditto—VI.—VIL — —  —ditto 8 
— Ditto VIII.—1769—1771 — —explained 1786 9  _ 6 
261 Womens Meetings—1745 — Ditto 1792 10 
262 Ditto Queries — — —altered _ 1791 6 
265 Yearly Meetings—1672 —  —ditta | 1789 ix 1 
267 l 1733 reſpeing oe: mode 2 ditto. 1787 5 
268 Ditto — — — aitto | 1791 ie I 
269 Ditto—1768 — repealed 1788 10 
273 Yearly Meetings for Worltip—1 = ==ditta 1787 11 
Pavel , 
—2 


— 5 APPENDIX. 


44” FE A N NN 


KEY * 2 


— 


APPEALS. 


T is agreed, that the repreſentatives of 
the Quarterly Meetings, who are to no- 
minate the Committee for Appeals, ſhall meet 


for that purpoſe at the cloſe of the firſt fitting 


of this Meeting, and report to the next fitting 
the names of the friends choſen. 1787. 


B O O EK 8. 


WIE earneſt] recommend to all, the fre- 


quent peruſal of the Holy Scriptures, accord- 
ing to repeated exhortations; and we at this 


time alſo recommend the writings of our 
faithful predeceſſors, and the accounts that 


are publiſhed of their experiences, labours, 
travels, and ſufferings in the cauſe of Chriſt. 


Thoſe hours of leiſure would be profitabl7 
g= in this manner, which are often 


waſted in reading light and trivial publi- 
cations, calculated to gratify the vain imagi- 
nation, and to feed that diſpoſition that is 


always hankering after ſome new thing, 
on RE 


1789. P. E. 


CIVIL GOVERNMENT. 


IN order to promote an inereaſing care in 
theſe * reſpects, we entreat all duly to conſider 
that by being acceſſary, in any degree, to the 


continuance of ſuch unlawful practices, even 
by buying for private uſe only, encourage- 


ment 1s given to perjury and bloodſhed, the 
4 attendants of ſmuggling. 1786. 


The principle of truth calls us out of 
contention, it even ſeeks not its own end b 
means productive of animoſity; much lels 
therefore ſhould its profeſſors indulge them- 
ſelves in ſtrife, for objects of a periſhin 
nature: ſuch are the te of power an 
advancement, which are too often the incite- 


ments to conteſted elections; and were even 
the purpoſe purer, we know the means are 
| n 

and confuſion, are frequently attendant on 
theſe conteſts, and how can any in profeſſion 
with us, expoſe their minds, which it is their 
duty to keep unſpotted of the world, to ſuch 


e know that drunkenneſs, riot, 


contamination. 1790. W. E. 


* 'Sce Minute 1757, page 22. 


We 


x2 


complaints reſpecting the evading of certain 
ſtamps, and ſubſtituting words to contain the 
effect of a receipt, without its form. We 


are alſo informed, that ſome dealers in articles | 


charged with ſtamps, have ſold them without ; 
alleging that their trade would be impaired 
by a compliance with the law. But, dear 
Friends, we mult not, becauſe others by diſ- 
honeſty invade our profit, become diſhoneſt 
ourſelves to preſerve it. Let then thoſe con- 
cerned in practices ſo reproachful, be dul 
admoniſhed, and dealt with according to 
goſpel order. 1790. W. E. | 


DEFAMATION any DETRACTION. 
THE preſervation of love is a duty in 
every ſtate of religious attainment, and did 


we faithfully obſerve the great Maſter's pre- 
cept of doing to others as we would the 


ſhould do torus, its practice would be eaſy. 
would then be de- 


Detraction and enmity 
ſtroyed in the ſeed, and that excellent Chriſ- 


tian Charity, recommended by the Apoſtle, | 


prevail over all. 1789. P. E. 
oy = 2 


© DISCIPLINE ano MEETINGS 
ron DISCIPLINE, 


THIS Meeting feels a lively concern to 
remind the ſeveral Quarterly and Monthly 
Meetings, that the intention of directing 
ſundry queries to be anſwered relative to the 
conduct of individuals, in the ſeveral branches 
of our Chriſtian teſtimony, is not only to be 
informed of the ſtate thereof, but alſo to impreſs 
on their minds a profitable examination of 
themſelves, how far they act conſiſtent with 
their religious profeſſion; and alſo to ſtir 


up elders, overſeers, and other concerned 


friends, to the faithful diſcharge of their 
duty in adminiſtering carly counſe] and ad- 


labour may prove ineff 


the nature of caſes may require. 


with the reproach . on 


rn 1x 


We are concerned to find continued 


monition when ey and where private 

ectual, to report in due 
time to the Monthly Meetings, according as 
We alſo 
recommend, that friends earneſtly endeayour 
to prevail on their members generally (the 


youth as well as others) more eſpecially to 


attend when the queries are to be conſidered 
and anſwered in the reſpective meetings, and 
that the anſwers be drawn up therein, under | 
a weighty conſideration of the ſtate thereof, 

We further earneſtly recommend to the 
Quarterly Meetings, to allow ſufficient time 
for tranſacting the important buſineſs which 
_ come before them, and to avoid unne- 
ceſſary adjournments to diſtant times and 
places; but when the buſineſs cannot be pro- 
perly accompliſhed at one fitting, that the 
adjournments may be held on the ſame or 
next ſucceeding day. 1787. 


GAMING. 
THIS Meeting has been deeply affected 
ruth and 
Friends, by the miſconduct of ſome under our 
name, who, through an evil covetouſneſs, have 
engaged in illegal dealings in the Publick 
Stocks, or Government Securities; which is 
a ſpecies of gaming, and altogether inconſiſtent 
with our religious principles. In order there- 
fore to prevent, as much as may be, ſuch diſ- 
graceful practices, we do adviſe, that where 
any Member of our Society is found to be 


| guilty thereof, either as Principal, Agent, or 


roker, Monthly Meetings do not fail ten- 


derly to adviſe and deal with ſuch; and if they 
cannot bring him to a ſenſe of his miſconduct, 


and induce him to relinquiſh the practice, to 
teſtify againſt and diſown him. 1788, 


MARRIAGE. 
IT is the judgment of this Meeting, that 
in proceedings for Marriage, the Man, after 


having, with the neceſſary certificates re- 


ſpecting 
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| ſpeRting the conſent of parents and parties, 
laid his intention of marriage before his on 


Men's Monthly Meeting, and obtained a 
notification of his having ſo done, ſigned by 
the clerk, may, without waiting for the cer- 
tificate of his clearneſs, proceed with the 
Woman to the Monthly Meeting to which 
ſhe belongs, where they are to propoſe their 
intentions to the Women's and Men's Meet- 
ings. His certificate muſt however be pro- 
duced to the Monthly Meeting to which the 
Woman belongs at their ſecond appearance, 
and declaration of the continuance of their 
intentions: and in ſuch certificate it ſhall 
not in future be needful to mention more 
than memberſhip, and clearneſs from all 


others. Monthly Meetings are to take care 


that publication be made in the meeting to 
which the Man belongs, before a certificate 
be granted him, It is alſo our judgment, 
that it is unneceſſary that parties intending to 


marry, appear before Preparative Meetings. 


1790. | 
' MEETINGS or MINISTERS anv- 
_ ELDERS. - | 


THE Monthly Meetings of Miniſters and 
Elders ſhould tranſmit to the Quarterly Meet- 
ings of Miniſters and Elders, a liſt of the 
names of their Members, to be kept there 
on record, 1784. ; 

This Meeting recommends to the ſeveral 


Quarterly Meetings to take care in future 


that the repreſentatives to the Yearly Meet- 
ing of Miniſters and Elders, be ſuch as are 
in the ſtation of elders, or miniſters where 
elders cannot be found : and that Quarterly 
and Monthly Meetings of Miniſters and Elders 
be very cautious how they admit any beſides 
thoſe who are proper members, (viz. miniſ- 
ters in unity with their reſpective meetings, 
and appointed elders) to fit in thoſe meetings; 
that the freedom nec 0 


therein, in a watchful care over each other, 
1 be interrupted. 1786. . 
he propoſition that in future the anſw 

be tranſmitted from the ines * to the 

| D 2 


to be exerciſed ' 


Yearly Meetings of Miniſters and Elders, 


without _ through the Quarterly Meet- 
iſcipline, is agreed to by this Meet- 


ings for 
ing, with this proviſion, that the ſame may 
be called for by the faid Quarterly Meetings, 
Neverthelels, it is not intended to diſcontinue 
the practice of reporting to the Meetings for 
Diſcipline how fuch ſelect meetings have been 
conducted. 1786. | 


Ihe manner of appointing Repreſentatives 

to the Yearly Meeting of Miniſters and Elders, 
coming again under the weighty conſideration 
of this Meeting, it is recommended that the 


ſame be in future made in the ſelect Quarterly 
Meetings; and that the names of ſuch friends 
as are ſo appointed, be reported to the Quar- 
terly Meetings for Diſcipline ; the ſaid Quar- 
terly Meetings being at liberty to make the 
men friends ſo appointed a part of the re- 


preſentatives to the Yearly Meeting at large, 
or to appoint the uſual number of repreſen- 


tatives excluſive of them. 1790. 

This Meeting agrees, that Certificates from 
the Yearly Meeting of Miniſters and Elders 
be ſigned by the Clerk only. 1792. 


—— — on 
MINISTERS Ax D ELDERS. 


It is agreed, in order to prevent an impro- 
per choice of Elders, that Monthly Meetings, 


when a nomination becomes neceſſary, ſhould 
refer the matter to the ſolid conſideration of 
a committee of judicious friends; who are 


to propoſe to the Monthly Meeting ſuch per- 


ſons as they think ſuitable, agreeably to the 


minute of 1761, (page 160). And as it 
appears that the advice given by this Meeting 
in 1773, (page 145) has not always been duly 


attended to, there being great reaſon to fear 


that in ſome places improper perſons have 
been haſtily recommended, and that ſome 
Meetings have neglected to recommend thoſe 


| who are deſerving of ſuch notice; we there- 


fore earneſtly deſire that Monthly Meetings 
will duly obſerve the advices contained in 


Advices 


4 


Advices to Miniſters and Elders, 


1. Let all be cautious of uſing unneceſſary 
preambles, and of laying too great ſtreſs on 
their teſtimony, by too poſitively aſſerting a 
Divine motion; the baptizing power of 
Truth accompanying the words, being the 
true evidence. | | 

2, Let all be careful not to miſquote or 
miſapply the Holy Scriptures; and be frequent 
in reading them, | | 

3. Let Miniſters be careful how they enter 
upon diſputed points in their teſtimony ; or 
make ſuch objections as they do not clearly 


anſwer ; or give repeated expectations of com- 


ing to a concluſion, 

4. Let all be cautious of hurti 
by unneceſlary additions towards 
ſion, when the meeti 


meetings 
conclu- 
was left well before. 


0 Let all avoid un coming toncs, ſounds, | 


geſtures, and all affectation; which are not 
agreeable to Chriſtian gravity. 


6. Men and Women are adyiſed againſt 


travelling as companions in the work of the 
miniſtry, to avoid all occaſions of offence. 


7. Let all beware of too much familiarity, 


which, biaſſing the judgment, and producing 
an undue-attachment, tends to hurt. 


8. Let Miniſtring Friends be careful not 


to hurt each others ſervice in meetings ; 
but let exery one have a tender regard for 
others, Let nothing be offercd with a view 
to popularity, but in humility, and the fear 
of the Lord, 

9. Let none run, in their own wills, to 
diſturb or interrupt any people in their wor- 


ſhip; or preſume to propheſy, in their own 1 


ſpirits, againſt any nation, town, city, people, 
or perſon, 8 


10. Let Miniſters, when they travel in the. | 
ſervice of truth, be careful not to make their. | 


viſits burthenſome, or the | chargeable. 
11. Let Miniſters and Falles - 


| keep their whole converfation unſpotted, be- 
tience, and charity, 


ders be careful to | 


ABPENDLY, 


12. And laſtly, as prayer and thankſgiving 
are an eſpecial part of worſhip, they muſt be 
performed in ſpirit and in truth, with a right 


underſtanding ſeaſoned with grace. Therefore 
let Miniſters be careful how and what they 


offer in prayer, 1 many words and 
2 and let all be cautious: of too 
often repeating the pig and holy name of 
God, or his attributes, by a long concluſion : 
neither let prayer be in a formal and cuſto- 
mary way to conclude a meeting, nor without 
an awful ſenſe of Divine influence. 1792. 


MONTHLY MEETINGS. 
THIS Meeting is of the judgment that 


the offices of elder and overſeer are diſtinct, ö 


and do not coincide in one perſon, unleſs 
appointed to each; and that overſeers, un- 
der that appointment only, are not entitled 
to ſit in Meetings of Miniſters and Elders: 
and it is the judgment of this Meeting, 
that the appointment of overſeers ſhould be 
made as directed by the Vearly Meeting in 
1784, in like manner as in the choice of 
Liders.. 178909 | 

The ſeveral Monthly Meetings are defired 
to ſend up written accounts reſpecting the 
deceaſe of miniſtring friends, tv their reſpee- 
tive Spring. Quarterly Meetings, for their 

robation; in order that the — 
Mertin may forward them, if approved, 


to the Yearly Meeting, together with the 


anſwers to the queries. 1791. e 


MOURNING: HABITS. 
HAVING. obſerved: that, in imitation of 


a cuſlom prevailing of late in this nation, 
ing examples of meeknels, temperance, pa- 


divers under our religious profeflion have 
diſcouraged the female ſex from attending 


| the-burial of their relations, by not inviting 


them 


 _cid< a 


Id 8 


deceſſors, nor to the decent token of reſpect, 


which, if health permits, is becoming both 


ſexes, to ſhew for their deceaſed relations 
and friends, on theſe: ſolemn occaſions 3 we 
are therefore concerned to recommend that 
friends in general, and miniſters, elders and 
overſeers in particular, would tenderly adviſe 
againſt any conformity amongſt us, with the 
modern general cuſtom of the world in this 


reſpect; as well as in that of putting on black, 
or any other garments approaching to that 


colour, by way of diſtinẽtion on ſuch occaſions; 
which we as a people are well known to have 


always had a teſtimony againſt. 1782. 


— — 


PARENTS and GUARDIANS, 


We feel it our preſent concern to caution 
Friends to be very circumſpe*t, how they re- 
move themſel ves and families, from the places 
of their reſidence; it having been obferyed 
that the diſſolving of old and the forming of 
new connections, have in many inſtances been 
attended with effects prejudicial to a growth 
in the Fruth, and the ſervice thereof, both in 
the heads and younger branches of families ; 
eſpecially where the inclination to ſuch re- 
movals hath originated in worldly motives. 
And-as the growth and eſtabliſhment of chil- 
dren in a religious converſation, being the 
moſt intereſting, ought to be the principal 


engagement of the minds of parents; we. 


deſire that in putting them forward in a wa 
of life, the probable effect it may have on their 


minds be the chief object in view. We re- 


commend Friends, both young and old, in 
theſe caſes to give cloſe attention to the 
pointings of Divine Wiſlom, and alto timely 


to conſult experienced friends, previoully to 


their fixing a refolution of changing their 
ſituation. 1784. P. E. 9 — 
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them thereto with the men; which is neither 
agreeable to the practice of our worthy pre- 


QUERTES 


TT is agreed that the Queries now ſettled 
ſhall be anſwyered at the times and in the man- 
ner now directed, and that no others be uſed 
without leave of this Meeting. 1791. 


I. It is agreed that in future there ſhall be 
but one ſet of Queries for the Yearly and 


Quarterly Meetings of men friends, in the 


following terms; and that the firſt twelve 


of theſe Queries be anſwered in writing to 
th: Quarterly Meetings in the Spring, and 


from thence to the Yearly Meeting; that 
the firſt, third, tenth, thirteenth, fourteenth, 


and fifteenth, be anſwered in writing to the 


Quarterly Meeting in Autumn; alfo that the 
firit, third, tenth, and fourteenth, be anſwer- 


ed in writing to the o.her two Quarterly 
Meetings. 


1. Are Mectings for Worſhip and Diſci- 
pline 18 up, and do Friends attend them 
duly, and at the time appointed; and do they 


avoid all unbecoming behaviour therein ? 


2. Is there among you ahy growth in the 


Truth; and hath any convincement appeared 
ſince laſt year? | 


3. Are friends preſerved in love towards 
each other; if differences ariſe, is dus care 
taken ſperdily to end them; and are Friends 
careful to avoid, and diſeourage, tale- bearing 


and detraction ? 


4. Do friends endeavoiir by example and 


precept to train up their children, ſervants, 


and thoſe under their care, in a religious life 


and converſation, conſiſtent with our Chriſ- 
tian profeſfion ; in the frequent reading of 


the Holy Scriptures, and in plainneſs of ſpeech, 
behaviour, and * and are the remiſs 
duly admoniſhed! | 

5. Are friends juſt in their dealings, and 
punctual in fultlling their engagements ; and 
are they annually adviſed carefully to inſpect 


the ſtate of their affairs once in the year 
6. Are friends. careful to avoid all vain 
ſports and places of diverſion, gaming, all un- 


neceſſary trequenting of taverns and other 


publick-houſes, excels in drinking, and in- 
| temperance of every kind? 


7. Do 
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7. Do friends bear a faithful and Chriſtian 


teſtimony againſt receiving and paying tithes, 
prieſt's demands, and thoſe called church-rates: 
And are the unfaithful duly admoniſhed? 
8. Are friends faithful in our teſtimony 
againſt un arms, and being in any man- 
ner concerned in the militia, in privateers, 
letters of marque, or armed veſſels, or deal- 
ing in prize goods ? 


9. Are friends clear of defrauding the | 


King of his cuſtoms, duties, and excite, and 
of ms or dealing in, goods ſuſpected to be 
run 1 | 

10. Are the neceſſities of the Poor among 
you properly inſpected and relieved ; and is 
good care taken of the education of their off- 
pring ? fs | 
11. Have any meetings been ſettled, diſ- 
continued, or united ſince laſt year? 5 

12. Are there any friends priſoners for 
our teſtimonies, and if any one hath died a 
priſoner, or been diſcharged ſince laſt year; 
when and how ? 

13. Is early care taken to admoniſh ſuch 
as appear inclinable to marry in a manner 
contrary to the rules of our Society, and to 
deal with ſuch as perſiſt in refuſing to take 
counſel? 85 

14. Have you two or more faithful friends 
appointed by the Monthly en dy as Over- 
ſeers in each particular meeting? Are the 
rules reſpecting removals duly „ef And 
is due care taken when any thing appears 

amiſs, that the rules of our diſcipli * timely 
and impartially put in oe | 

15. Do you keep a record of the Proſe- 
cutions and Sufferings of your members? Is 
due care taken to ther all Marriages, 
Births, and Burials? Are the Titles of your 
Meeting - houſes, Burial- grounds, &c. duly 


preſerved and recorded? And are all Legacies 
and Donations properly ſecured and recorded, 


and duly applied ? 


II. It is d that the following be 
the Queries for the Women's Meetings ; 
.and that theſe Queries be anſwered in 
writing to the Women's Quarterly Meetings 


in the Spring, and from thence to their 


Yearly Meeting; alſo that the firſt, ſecond, 
eighth, and ninth be anſwered in writing to 
the other three Quarterly Meetings. 


I. Do friends attend Meetings for Wor. 
ſhip and Diſcipline duly, and at the time ap- 
pointed, and do they avoid all unbecoming 
behaviour therein ? 


2. Are friends' preſerved in love towards 


each other; and are they careful to avoid, and 
diſcourage, tale-bearing and detraction? 


3. Do friends endeavour, by example and 
precept, to train up their children, ſervants, 
and thoſe under their care, in a religious life 
and converſation, conſiſtent with our Chriſ- 


tian profeſſion; in the frequent reading of the 


Holy Scriptures; and in plainneſs of ſpeech, 
behaviour, and apparel; and are the remiſs © 
duly admoniſhed ? | | | 

4. Do friends bear a faithful and Chriſ- 
tian Teſtimony againſt receiving and payin 
tithes, prieſt's demands, and thoſe called 
church-rates? | 

5. Are friends careful to avoid all vain 


ſports and places of diverſion, gaming, exceſs 


in drinking, and intemperance of every kind ? 

6. Are friends juſt in their dealings, and 
punctual in fulfilling their engagements ? 

7. Is early care taken to admoniſh ſuch as 
appear inclinable to marry in a manner con- 
trary to the rules of our Society; and to re- 
port ſuch as perſiſt in refuſing to take counſel 


to the Men's Meeting in due time? 


8. Are the neceſſities of the poor among 
you properly inſpected and relieved; and is 


good care taken of the education of their 


* ? | 

9. Have you two or more faithful friends 
appointed by the Monthly Meeting, as Over- 
ſeers in each particular meeting; and is the 
part of the diſcipline committed to your care, 
timely and impartially exerciſed ? 


III. It is agreed that the following be the 
Queries for the Meetings of Miniſters and 
Elders; and that theſe be anſwered in writin 
to the Quarterly Meetings of — = 

Elders 
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Elders in the Spring and in Autumn, and from 


the former to the Yearly Meeting of Miniſters 
and Elders; and alſo that the ſecond and 
fourth be anſwered in like manner to the 


other two Quarterly Meetings, and that the 


reſt be then read, 

1. Do any friends travel, from or among 
you, in the work of the miniſtry, without 
certificates from the Monthly Meetings to 
which they belong, or againſt their advice ? 

2. Are Miniſters and Elders diligent in 
attending their meetings for worſhip and diſ- 
Cipline; and in bringing their families with 
them ? | | 

3. Do any overcharge themſelves with 
buſineſs to the hindrance of their ſervice? 

4. Are they preſerved in love and unity 
one with another, harmoniouſly labouring for 
the advancement of Truth, and the ſpreading 
thereof ? 1 
5. Are they careful to rule their own 
houſes well, bringing up their families in 


plainneſs of dreſs and language, and in true 


moderation; and are they good examples in 
theſe reſpects themſelves? | 
6. Is care taken tenderly to admoniſh ſuch 
as appcar inconſiſtent in miniſtry or conduct? 
7. Are the Advices of the Yearly Meeting 
to Miniſters and Elders, read at [eaſt once 
every year, in your Monthly and Quarterly 


Meetings ? 


IV. It is agreed that the following Advices 
be read at leaſt once in a year, in the 


Men's and Women's Quarterly and Monthly 


Meetings. 5 
8 Friends are adviſed 
To make their wills, and ſettle their out- 


ward affairs, in time of health. 
To obſerve due moderation in the furni- 


ture of their houſes, and to avoid ſuperfluity 


in their manner of living. 
To attend to the limitations of truth in the 


- purſuit after wealth. 


To be careful to place out children, of all 
degrees, amongſt thoſe friends whoſe care and 


where are adviſe 


example will be moſt likely to conduce to 
their ſafety; and not to demand exorbitant 
apprentice- ſees, leſt they fruſtrate the care of 
friends in this reſpect; and to prefer ſuch 
ſervants and apprentices as are members of 
our ſociety, 

To ie MON to make way for their ſer- 
vants to attend meetings, and to encourage 
them therein. | | | 

To guard carefully againſt the introduction 
of pernicious books into their families. 

To refrain from being concerned in lot- 
teries, which this meeting conſiders as a 


| ſpecies of gaming. | 


Finally, it is recommended that all friends 
watch over one another for good ; that when 
occaſions of uneaſineſs firſt appear in any, 
they may be treated with in privacy and ten- 
derneſs, before the matter be communicated 
to another. Thus the hands of thoſe con- 
cerned in the further exerciſe of the diſcipline, 
will not be weakened by a conſciouſneſs of 


their having themſelves departed from the 


true order of the 7 And Friends every 
to endeavour to maintain 
the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace. 


REMOVALS Au DO SETTLEMENTS. 


IT is recommended that all young per- 


ſons removing into the compals of Monthly 


Meetings to which they do not belong, 


whether as apprentices, ſervants, or otherwiſe, 


ſhall be recommended to the care of the 
meetings into which they ſo remove, agree- 
ably to former advices. 1782. | 

t is agreed, that in future ſingle men 
and women ſervants, ſhall not gain a ſettle- 


ment by ſerving one year in one place; unleſs 


a certificate of removal, or other uſual re- 
commendation, be ſent within the year by 
the Monthly Meeting from whence they 
remove, to that to which they remove, orto a 
known and acknowledged member thereof. 
And it is alfo agreed, that ſuch ſingle men 
and women ſervants, fo recommended, ſhall 

not 


not become members of the Monthly Meet- 


ing in which they ſo ſerve, fo as to be 
. entitled to relief as poor friends, until they 
have ſerved one year as aforeſaid, according 

If ſuch ſer- 


to the fifth rule of ſettlement. 
vant or ſervants remove from the Monthly 
Meeting to. which they have been recom- 
mended by certificate, as aforeſaid, befote 


the expiration of their year's ſervitude, the 


ſaid Monthly Meeting ſhall either endorſe. the 


certificate they received, or grant another, as 


the caſe may require; and if they neglect ſo 
to do, the ſervant ſo removing ſhall be deem- 
ed the member of the Monthly Meeting ſo 
neglecting : nevertheleſs the granting of 


ſuch certificate, ſhall not entitle ſuch ſervants _ 


to any claim of memberſhip on the Monthly 
Meeting ſo granting it. % 
It is further agreed, that apprentices ſhall 
not in future gain a ſettlement, until they 


have ſeryed forty days after the. delivery of 


a certificate or other uſual recommendation, 
in manner aforeſaid. 1786. 


It is the judgment of this Meeting, that. | 
the right of memberſhip of children, mention- 


ed in the minutes of 1769 and 1771 (page 
214.), under the head ral and Settle- 


ments, does not extend to the children of 


marriages contrary to the rules of our ſocicty, 
and that the children of ſuch marriages are 
not members, until received by the Monthly 
Meetings to which the parent or parents 
did belong, 1786, | | | 

It is the judgment of this meeting, that 


the words Notice and Care, comprehend every | 


care which Monthly Mectings are entruſted 
with over their members, except being ſub- 


ject to the expenſe of maintenance; notwith-. 


ſtanding, any thing to the contrary in the 
firſt, ſeventh, or any other rule now in force 
reſpecting proceedings in relation to marri- 
age, or any rule reſpecting removals and 
ſettlements, or dealing with offenders. 1789. 


It appearing that the minute, of 1786, 


reſpeCting the offspring of marriages contrary 
to the rules of our ſociety, has been differ- 
ently underſtood in ſome inſtances, as to its 


retroſpective operation; this meeting judges 
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it neceſſary to declare, that it was not intend- 
ed by the ſaid minute to exclude from 
Kala, Sud perſons under that deſcription, 
who.had frequented our meetings. for wor- 
ſhip and; diſcipline, or had been in any manner 
acknowledged as members of our ſociety, 
And as the children, of ſuch marriages, not- 
withſtanding the readmiſſion into memberſhip 
of the father or mother, may be equally the 
claim of two ſocieties. in right of their pa- 
rents, and cannot therefore excluſively belong 
by birth-right to cither, it is the judgment 
of this 9 — 5 that Monthly Meetings 
ought to extend à tender care towards ſuch, 
and admit them into memberſhip: at the diſ- 
cretion of the ſaid meetings, either in their 
infancy or more advanced years, according 
to the particular circumſtances of their re- 


ſpective ſituations. 1789. 


It is the judgment of this Meeting, that it 
will not be expedient or ſafe, to omit in certi- 
ficates all notice of the conduct of friends 
wha remove; nevertheleſs, as it alſo ſeems 
improper. to confine Monthly Meetings in 
in every caſe, to the uſe of the preciſe terme, 
Sober and Orderly; this meeting directs, that 


they ſhall be at liberty to uſe ſuch other terms | 


in deſcribing the conduct and converſation of 


their Members, as circumſtances may require, 


and Truth dictate: avoiding in all caſes ſuch 
expoſure of paſt errors, as is inconſiſtent with 
true goſpel order. 1790. | 

No friend ſhall henceforth: become entit- 
led to a ſettlement in any Monthly Meeting, 
by. contributing. to, or being employed in 
any ſervice of, the Church, by the ſaid Meet- 
ing ; notwithſtanding any thing contained in 
in the ſecond, third or any rule of ſettlement 


to the contrary. 1790. 


We recommend to all Monthly Meetings, 
that on receiving a certificate, a few friends 
be appointed. to. viſit the perſons removed. 


This will furniſh occaſion for encouraging the 


appearances of good, exhorting againſt: thoſe 
of a contrary tendency, and may be the intro- 
duction of an acquaintance fruitful of future 
advantage. 1790, W. E. e 
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It is agreed, that a certificate of removal, 


friends of the Monthly Meeting from which 


the party removes, ſhall be deemed duly 


zuthenticated; and when it reſpects a female 


that the ſignature of the C. erk of the Women's 
Meeting, in and on behalf of the fame, be 
added; but that certificates on behalf of 


perſons removing to foreign parts be ſigned 


by the meeting at large. 1791. 


SUFFERINGS. 


T HIS Meeting, having weightily con- 
fidered the propriety of receiving and record- 


ing the Sufferings of friends, for not illu- | 


minating their houſes, and not ſhutting up 
their ſhops, on publick occaſions, is of the. 
judgment that friends ſhould ſend up an ac- 
count of ſuch Sufferings, from time to time, 
to this Meeting. 1789. 


TRADE. 


DEAR Friends, the continuance of co- 
vetouſneſs and of earthly-mindedneſs in many, 
calls upon us to endeavour to awaken ſuch as 
are infected with it, to a ſenſe of what they 
are purſuing, and at what price. The Great 


Maſter hath ſhewn the unprofitableneſs of the 


whole world, compared with one immortal 
foul z and yet many are purſuing a delulive 
portion of it, at the expenſe of their ſouls 
intereſts. But were all thus awakened, what 
place would be found for extenſive ſchemes in 
trade, and fiftitious credit to ſupport them? 
To mix with the ſpirit of the world in the 
purſuit of gain, would then be a fubject of 


figned by the Clerk as ſuch, and three other | 


dread ; and contentment under the allotment 


of Providence, a ſure means of preſerva- 


tion. 1788. P. E. 


WAR. 


IF any be concerned in fabricating or ſel- 
ling inſtruments of war, let them be treated 


with in love, and if by this unreclaimed, let 


them be further dealt with as thoſe whom 


we Cannot own. And we 1atreat that when 


warlike preparations are making, friends be 
watchful leit any be drawn into loans, arm- 
ing or letting out their ſhips or veſlels, or 
otherwiſe promoting the deſtruction of the 
human ſpecies. . 1790. W. E. 


* 


WOMEN's MEETINGS. 


THIS Meeting agrees that the Meeting 


of Women Friends held ainually in this city, 


be at liberty to correſpond, in writing, with 
the Quarterly Meetings of Women Friends; 


to receive accounts from them, and to iſſue 
ſuch advice as in the wiſdom of truth from 
time to time may appear neceſſary, and con- 
ducive to their mutual edification: for this 


purpoſe it will be expedient that the ſaid 
meeting be a meeting of record, and be 
denominated The Yearly Meeting of Wo- 
men Friends held in London. Yet ſuch 
meeting is not to be ſo far conſidered a 


meeting of diſcipline, as to make rules, nor yet 


alter the preſent queries, without the concur- 
rence of this Meeting. 1784. 

This meeting taking into conſideration 
the ſervice of the Women's Yearly Meeting, 


| and obſerving that the minute of 1784, by 


which it was eſtabliſhed, doth not ſufficiently 


| ſet forth the proper conſtitution of fuch a 


meeting, agrees that the ſeveral Quarterly 


Meetings of Women Friends, are at liberty 


to appoint two or more of their members to 
meet in London at the time of holding this 
Meeting; nevertheleſs fo as that the num 
ber from any Women's Quarterly Meeting, 
ſhall not exceed that of the repreſentatives. 
allowed to be appointed by the Men's Quar- 


| terly Meeting for the ſame diſtrict ; which 


mecting, 
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meeting of women ſo appointed ſhall be 
denon inated The Yearly Meeting of Women 
Friends held in London. And this Meet- 
ing is further of the judgment, that the ſeve- 
ral 'Women's Quarter 


| 


- — 


Meetings, ſhould | 


annually ſend to their Yearly Meeting, an- 
ſwers in writing to the queries proper to the 
Women Friends. But the ſaid Yearly Meet- 
ing is not at liberty to make or alter any rules 


zof diſcipline, or queries. 1790. Nh 
On conſidering the nature and extent of 
the diſcipline committed to Women Friends, 
it is our judgment, that its Nature is, as ex- 
preſſed by the minutes of the Vearly Meeting, 
to come up to the help of their brethren in 
the diſcipline of the Church. 
As to its Extent; it is within their allotment, 
1. To inſpect and relieve the wants of the 


1 


of their own ſex; and to apply to the 


Neu's Meetings for the means, and for their 
concurrenee, as caſes ſhall require. 
2. To take cognizance of propoſals for 


marriage, .conformably+to the rules on that 


ilubjet, | 
3. 
minuie of 4791. In order whereto, in caſes 


of the removal of women friends, the Wo- 
men's Monthly Meeting, on notice from the 


They are to join in certificates of re- 
moval for women friends according to the 


—— —en 


Men's Meeting, is to appoint two of their 
members to make the neceſſary inquiry, and 
to report the reſult thercof to the friends ap- 


pointed to inquire by the Men's Meeting. 


4. They are alſo, on receiving ſrom the 


Men's Meeting certificates ſor women 


friends, to make appointments to viſit the 


perſons removed into the compaſs of the 
Monthly Meeting, accordi 
mendation of the written epiſtle of 1790. 


to the recom— 


5. They are to have Overſeers, agreeably | 


to their ninth 
when it is neceſſary that women overſeers 
be appointed, the Women's Monthly Meet- 
ing is to appoint a committee of judicious 
friends, who are to join a committee to be 


appointed by the Men's Monthly Meeting. * 


Ihe joint committee is to nominate the 
_ overlſerrs, and the names of the women 


uery.—In order to which, 
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then nominated are to be reported to 1 


Women's Monthly Meeting, and after being 


approved by the ſaid Meeting, ſent to the 
Men's Meeting for confirmation. ; 

6. The Women's Monthly Meeting, at 
the deſire of the Men's Monthly Meeting, 
ſhould make appointments to join the men 
in viſiting ſuch women as apply for admiſſion, 
or reinſtatement, into memberſhip; and the 
report of the committee is to be made to the 
Men's Monthly Meeting, which is to inform 
the Women's Meeting of the concluſion. 

7. In caſes of delinquency of women 
friends, the Women's Monthly Meeting, 
when, after due exerciſe of private labour, 


they believe it neceſſary to record any of their 


members as delinquents, are to inform the 
Men's Meeting thereof. They are then, if 
the men do not take up the matter exclu- 


| ſively, to proceed to deal with the delinquent, 


and report the reſult of their labours to the 
Men's Meeting ; but if the Men's Meeting 
ſhould fee it expedient to join them in the 


dealing, the report of the joint committee is 
to be made to the Men's Meeting, which, in 


either caſe, is to inform the Women's Meet- 


ing of its determination. No proceedings of 


the women only, are to be a ſufficient 
ground for a teſtimony of diſownment, 


1792, 
YEARLY MEETING. 


IT is agreed that the Repreſentatives of the 


Quarterly Meetings of the diſtrict which is 


to chuſe the Clerk, do not meet for that pur- 


pole until the cloſe of the firſt ſitting of the 


Meeting, and that they report the friend 
choſen to the next ſitting, previous to any 
other buſineſs; alſo that the former clerk 


do not conſider himſelf diſcharged until ano- 


ther be choſen. 1787. 


This Meeting being informed that the 
practice of arming ſhips prevails in ſome 
trades in time of peace, directs that in future 
55 the 
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the whole of the oleventh query be anſwered 


by the ſeveral Quarterly Meetings. 1788. 
Having ſolidly conſidered the ſeveral pro- 
ſitions relative to the holding of the Yearly 
leeting, at a fixed time in future, and not 

as now at a moveable one, it is agreed that 

the ſame commence on the day next ſucceed- 
ing the third firſt day in the fifth month in 
each year, till otherwiſe ordered, The 

Meeting of Miniſters and Elders to begin 

on the ſeventh day preceding, at the utual 

hour. 1789. f | 
This Meeting directs, that the names of 
the Repreſentatives to this Meeting, and alſo 
to the Yearly Meeting of Miniſters and El- 
ders, be entered under the anſwers to the 
reſpective queries, previouſly to the ſigna- 
tures of the clerks of the ſeveral Quarterly 
Meetings. 1790. go 


YEARLY MEETINGS 
FoR WORSHIP. 


THIS Meeting agrees that the Circular 
Vearly Meeting for the Weſtern Counties 
be diſcontinued, 1787. 


| YOUTH, Ls 
FREQUENT and earneſt have been the 


advices of former Yearly Meetings, that all 
under our name may avoid the attendance of 
vain ſports and*places of amuſement, which 
divert the mind from ſerious reflection, and 
incline it to wantonneſs and vanity. Un- 
derſtanding that diverſions of this kind are 
ſpreading, and playhouſes increaſing in vari- 
ous places, we are concerned to renew a 
caution on this ſubject ; being clearly con- 
vinced of the pernicious effects of theſe evil 
practices, the inventions of degenerate men, 
tending to ſtifle the convictions of the Divine 
Witneſs in the confeience, and ſet men at 


eaſe in a ſtate of alienation from God. 


« V/here'ore come Gt from among them 
« and be ye ſeparate, touch not the unclean 
« thing:”” 2 CoR. vi. 17. ever bearing in 
mind that although“ The young man may 
e rejoice in his youth, and let his heart cheer 
« him in the days of his youth, walking in 
« the ways of his heart and in the ſight of 
« his eyes, yet for all theſe things God will 
« bring into judgment.“ ECCLES. Xx. 19. 


1785. P. E. 


